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Development of educational programs support for girls’ advancement to science

with a focus on scientific research

Shigeharu AKIYAMA

Seishin Girls High School is the last remaining all-girls school in Okayama prefecture. With

interest in science low among young women and with a lack of support aimed at advancing girls

toward scientific careers, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology,

which promotes science education, designated our school as one of the one of the country’s Super

Science High School (SSH) projects. As the first private school designated as an SSH in Japan, and

since the beginning of a two-term, ten-year effort from the launch of the “Life Science Course”, the

aim has been to develop a complete educational program, dividing educational contents into the

categories of knowledge, experience, and research within a curriculum that consolidates what was

acquired through knowledge and experience into research.
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