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What school girls learnt from the environmental study on the Nansei Islands

Shigeharu AKIYAMA

The training trip to Okinawa began in 1999. Previous to this, school excursions to the area were
tourist in nature. Central to these trips were visits to churches for mass: as well as visits to points
of interest and historical and natural sites. Seeking to raise student motivation, we conducted a
reformed study trip in 1999. Three courses were established: a Natural Environment Course; a War
Peace Course: and a History and Culture Course. We allowed students to choose the course they
wished to join. The trip to Okinawa, which was set to be implemented in the 2001. was well received
by students. but had to be canceled due to the 9-11 terrorist attacks in the United States. In spite
of this, there was a strong demand among students to go forward with the trips, and from 2003 trips
to Hokkaido (one based on Hokkaido History and Culture, and one focused on Hokkaido's natural
environment) as well as two trips to the Okinawa resumed. Furthermore, from 2003. The Okinawa
Natural Environment course changed its base to Iriomote island to enhance students’ contact with
nature. Beginning in 2012, the trip was based on the Okinawa main island and Zamami island to
further strengthen cooperation with universities. With the establishment of the Life Science Course
in 2006, the trips have been incorporated into the subject Nature Exploration II in the education
program of the Life Science Course.In this report,I would like to introduce the results of this

subject, focusing on its history and contents: the reaction of parents, and the evaluation of students.
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