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How red-eared sliders and Chinese three-keeled pond turtles spend their time in paddy

fields containing concrete waterways

Shigeharu AKIYAMA

In recent years, concern over the impact that non-native turtle species are having on the

ecosystem has been growing. Many such turtles,

in addition to natives species, live in the paddy

fields near our school. This study investigated how Reeve’ s turtles and red-eared sliders spend their

time in paddy fields containing concrete canals.

The survey used mark-recapture, temperature data logging, and radio-telemetry. As a result, the

presence of Reeve' s turtles (89 individuals) and Red-eared sliders (131 individuals) was confirmed in

the past year. Looking at this group of turtles,

our research shows : (1) The proportion of young

Reeve’ s turtle is small : (2) There is no difference in behavior between the two species when in

concrete canals ; (3) Both species tend to gather in non-concreted areas during the wintering season.

Since the two species compete for habitat space,

it is highly possible that red-eared sliders are

outcompeting the smaller population of Reeve’ s turtles for the prime living areas.
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